[Acute cholecystitis in patients over 80 years of age: indication for immediate surgical treatment].
The Authors analyse the results of very early surgical treatment in 43 patients over 80 years of age. The severity of morphological changes in the gallbladder and complicated course of the disease are the main factors causing an unfavorable effect on the results of a later treatment. Echography allows, in a high percentage of cases, to confirm the clinical doubt of acute cholecystitis. Cholecystectomy was carried out in all the patients within the first 6 hours (very early surgery-VES). The overall mortality rate was 7%; the morbility rate was 18%.